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SIBJECT Angivtant Szcretary of State Newsom to uggest Arme
Limitation to Meobuta

President 2obuty of Laire recestly told sur Ambassador that if
Longn-Brassaville received Chinese MIGS, as ramored, he would
reluztantly bave o acquire more advanced aiveraft than the Macchi
jots he now owns. To the Cmbassy's surprise, howaver, Mobutu
saurued raluctant to apend mare money op sxponsive new arme, Ae
a result, Assistant Secretary Newsom intends to suggest the ides of
a regivaal arms limitation agreament to Mobuta whes the two maest
next week it Kinshasa. (51a%e's memorandum on this subject is at
Tab L}

Newsows will tell Mobats that f Breazsaville receives alG- 174, for
instance, we would consider helsing Mobute rurchase counterbalan-
cing A-4Ba. But Newsom will also ask Mobute wheither an agreement
to avoid comabat jet sircraft by Francophoas Africans, Brsszaville
eclnded, might not betier serve both Mobuta's und the interasts of
the gensrally poor Franch speaking sistes.

Both State and ClA believe Mobuty will be flattered by our approsch

0 him, Neither are ssnguine, however, that be will agres. 1 think

it sslikely that Mobats will long deny Zaire the mors advanced jet

aircraft that neighboring Sudan, Taasania asnd Zanmbia have or will

be azquirisg. Secondly, I cansot imagine France showisg restraint in

the sale of armns (although State feels that France might do a0 in tha

case of the African countries that depand on it for sconomaic ansistancei.

in any case, stme geod and Bo hurm will probebly come from: aur approsch
so long as Meobutu knows that we are not tryiag to tell bim what is best

for Laire. Newsom fully rexlizes this.
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